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Marta Caminero-
Santangelo

CLACS Director

Dear CLACS Community,

What a year we have had! We are so lucky to have 
so many engaged and energized faculty as well as 
students doing exciting work in Latin American 
Studies; and we consider ourselves very fortunate 
to be able to fund these activities with Title VI fund-
ing!  We were able to award several Spring semester 
FLAS fellowships for students to 
learn less commonly taught lan-
guages in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, including Kaqchikel 
Maya (taught by our returning lec-
turer Emily Tummons), Haitian 
Creole, and Portuguese.  This sum-
mer we have several undergradu-
ate and graduate students traveling 
to Honduras, Guatemala, and Bra-
zil to learn Miskitu, Kaqchikel, and 
Portuguese, supported by FLAS 
funding.  We all know how trans-
formative and life-changing these 
educational experiences abroad are 
for our students!  Additional students are being 
funded for research and / or study abroad through 
the Herzfeld, Pascal, LCTL, and Oppenheimer 
Awards.  And I am absolutely thrilled to be able to 
announce that Study Abroad costs to Brazil, Cos-
ta Rica, and Honduras are being o!set by Title VI 
funds, to make those programs more a!ordable for 
our students. Further, through a partnership with 
Donnelly College, a minority-serving institution in 
Kansas City, we were able to bring a Donnelly fac-
ulty member, Paula Console-Soican, and two Don-
nelly students with a KU Study Abroad program to 
Costa Rica this past January. We hope to promote 
more Study Abroad partnerships like this one with 
Title VI funding!

We’ve also hosted some exciting events over the 
past semester.  Our Global Opportunities Expo, 
held jointly with the other Area Studies Centers at 
KU, welcomed students and faculty from area mid-
dle and high schools as well as from Donnelly and 
Haskell Indian Nations University.  Our traveling 
World Languages Day, a joint enterprise with the 

Area Studies Centers, the Language Resource Cen-
ter, and the Hall Center for the Humanities, visited 
Wichita North High School to introduce students 
to less commonly taught languages in our di!erent 
regions and to promote FLAS opportunities once 
those students get to college.  Later this spring / 
early summer we will hold our first ever Spanish 
Immersion Weekend with educators from the To-
peka Public Schools district.  We have sponsored 
or co-sponsored several amazing speakers over the 
past semester through the Center, including Dariel 
Quintana, Third Secretary at the Cuban Embassy, 
who provided an overview of US-Cuban relatons at 
the current moment.  And CLACS-a"liated facul-
ty Bart Dean (Anthropology) and Victor Gonzalez 
(Ecology and Evolutionary Biology) traveled to 
Colombia to work on creating new partnerships 
with two Colombian Universities, and then hosted 
four Colombian experts here at KU for a successful 
symposium on Post-Conflict Colombia: Biodiver-

sity, Peace-Building, and Sustainable 
Community Development.

Our graduate students continue to do 
us proud.  It has been a true pleasure to 
work over the past couple of years with 
CLACS Masters students Luisa Garces 
Sierra, Caio de Castro, Katelynn Giral-
do, and Scott Metz. They will all shortly 
be going on to wonderful new things! 
In addition, this year we were able to 
award Oppenheimer Scholarships for 
research-related travel to Latin Amer-
ica to Erin Adamson, Joao Nascimento 
Gregoire, and Doriane Andrade Meyer, 
and the prestigious Stansifer Fellow-

ship to Diana Restrepo-Osorio .  And we 
had an absolutely invigorating Graduate Research 
Symposium, with 12 graduate students presenting 
their work to a room full of faculty and colleagues.  
Thank you so much!

I continue to count my blessings with CLACS’s 
amazing sta!, including Aron Muci (Assistant Di-
rector) Amanda Hill (O"ce Manager), Gibette En-
carnacion (Communications Assistant), Alessan-
dra Jacobo (Outreach and Events Assistant), and 
our dedicated undergraduate student assistants, 
Alison Shaner and Monica Martinez, both Latin 
American and Caribbean Studies minors. Moni-
ca will also be graduating this spring; we will truly 
miss her! 

The year has been a whirlwind, and it’s not over 
yet!  As always, thank you for all you do.  Happy 
Summer!
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Part 1: Connecting Communities Across the Globe

We are so lucky to have so 
many engaged and energized 

faculty as well as students 
doing exciting work in Latin 
American Studies; and to be 
able to fund these activities 

with Title VI funding!

Photo courtesy of Taylor Tappan
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The Indefinable, 
Indescribable, 

and Free
by Valentina Rivera-Rodriguez

My mother was as dark and as strong as the soil beneath 
our feet. Her hair was dark too, and her eyes were the col-

or of almonds. Dozens of freckles stained the tops of her nose 
and cheeks, and when I was young I would count them while 
she slept. She used to tell me they were kisses from the sun, and 
that if I spent enough time under its light, it would be generous 
enough to plant some on me, too. I used to lay under the open 
sky for hours as a kid, patiently waiting for my share. But unlike 
my mother, my skin burns.

I am the product of Mexican strength and Bolivian pride, 
but was born to the dry heat and dusty, red clay of Stillwater, 
Oklahoma. I am a Latina, an American, and a woman, with 
roots planted deep across land, rivers and oceans apart. Some-
times, when I look in the mirror, I can trace each and every one 
of these roots, identifying the land that lent me each feature. I 
memorize them, like a third grader does state capitals, or names 
of presidents. But just as easily as the capital of Wisconsin es-
capes me at times, so do these roots. 

     I suppose my appearance is confusing for some, and as I got 
older, the questions began. “So…what exactly are you?” people 
ask. I used to stumble over my responses, struggling to answer a 
question I didn’t really understand. But now I know these ques-
tions refer to my heritage and ethnicity—to culture, and to race. 
To where my father was born and where my mother was raised. 
I stand there, before strangers, as they guess di!erent countries 
and cities, racing to pinpoint my roots before I have the time to 
trace each one myself.

Why this information was so essential to others is beyond 
me. As far as I was concerned, I was just a girl, an athlete, a read-
er, and a sister, who loved her father and hated chemistry. Why 
must they distinguish me from the girl next to me? Why was 
I picked and packaged into a tiny box, sealed with a label that 
confined who I was, who I could be, and who I wanted to be? I 
could never win. When I refused to see myself as di!erent, oth-
ers corrected me, forcing me to admit every part of my body and 
tongue that made me di!erent. But when I was honest, open, 
or proud of each of my vibrant colors, I was stu!ed back into 
my box, promptly covered in a layer of thick, white paint. And 
as much as it kills me to admit, that is how I’ve spent most of 
my life—in perpetual discomfort with the very blood that runs 
through my veins. If not white enough, and not brown enough, 
what am I? A mutt, I suppose—everything but nothing, at once. 
Photo courtesy of Miguel Bruna on Unsplash
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That sounds terrifying, and believe me, it is. Up until re-
cently, I’ve struggled immensely in establishing my own iden-
tity. I think for a long time, my identity was just too complex 
for my own understanding. However, if there is anything I have 
learned from this trip, it is that such complexity is far less scary 
than it is beautiful. 

Costa Rica is magical in every sense of the word. From its 
calm, sandy shores, to its busy city streets. From its tall, jagged 
mountains to the green vegetation of its never ending rainfor-
ests. Two coasts, 12 ecosystems, 500,000 species, and roughly 
4.9 million faces, all rooted in a land smaller than West Virgin-
ia. Its complexity is almost overwhelming, yet it’s stunning in 
every way. Life thrives in every which direction, and, like us, its 
land breathes, consumes, and provides. It gives to its people and 
its animals, and in return, it’s both loved and protected. The re-
lationship between the land of Costa Rica and its inhabitants—
so harmonious, so lively, so respectful—both fascinates and 
inspires me, as admiring the complicated and composite has 
always been my biggest challenge. 

The very country itself is alive, and if you listen closely, you 
can hear its heart beating. We heard it in the mountains, ear-
ly each morning, as monkeys swung from tree to tree, and we 
heard it in the song of each bird that chirped both near and 
far. We heard it in the tides too, as we sunk into sand, watch-
ing waves frantically kiss the shore at our feet. We heard it with 

every pulsing downbeat of a song, blaring from the speakers of 
a night life club, and we heard it from our rooms in San Jose, 
before bed, slicing through the air at the honk of a horn. We 
heard it in every “pura vida” said, shouted, whispered, or greet-
ed. We heard it each time the rain started to fall in the forest, as 
it warned us kindly with soft pits and pats on the leaves of the 
trees above before falling to our skin. 

If you can’t tell, I have a thing for moments like these. I keep 
a list of them all in my head, and in journals. I keep them in the 
notes on my phone, in the margins of books, and on the backs 
of napkins and receipts. Every time life gifts me a moment, I 
feel the need to write it down, to trap it quick, before it escapes. 
I take each of these happy, beautiful moments and I stretch 
them across, wringing them out, refusing to let go before I’ve 
squeezed it of every last second. 

It’s exhausting, really, obsessing over every short moment 
of bliss. I think it’s both my favorite and my least favorite part 
about myself. However, I also think it’s why I love to write. I 
think such moments, despite how short or infrequent they may 
be, are life’s compensation for all its hurt and for every instance 
of sorrow or pain that we experience. I truly believe that these 
moments are what keeps us going. Therefore, there is nothing 
more satisfying to me than capturing these moments on paper, 
packaging them neatly with colorful words and beautiful imag-
es, and then gifting them to others, delivering them to anyone 

Photos courtesy of Valentina Rivera-Rodriguez
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willing to listen or read, hoping to distract them, even if just for 
a moment, from the dull and the painful. 

So naturally, I did my absolute best to capture Costa Rica. 
The first few nights, I was without a journal, and it was agoniz-
ing. I was experiencing all too much to not have been record-
ing every last minute of every day. Even after I got my hands 
on some paper, it was impossible to write everything down, for 
each day was too packed with beauty, lessons, and discovery. I 
started to carry my journal around in my backpack, thinking it 
would solve everything. But it didn’t. It seemed like every time 
I saw an opportunity, I had left my backpack on the bus, or I 
couldn’t find my pen, or the moment simply passed too quick. I 
couldn’t keep up, and it bothered me.

But now I realize that as much as I want to perfectly docu-
ment each moment of laughter, happiness, beauty, or truth, I 
can’t. Costa Rica taught me that it’s just not possible. Take, for 
instance, ziplining. I remember telling my dad that the view was 
by far the most gorgeous thing I had ever seen. As I flew above 
the treetops down a tunnel of fog, the sun emerged from behind 
the clouds, illuminating everything around me. I remember 
looking from side to side, up and down, trying my best to just 
soak it all in. And as much as I wanted it to last forever, I prom-
ised myself I wouldn’t write it down. And until now, I didn’t. Not 
just because I was without pen or paper, soaring hundreds of 
feet in the air above a rainforest, but because I decided to accept 
that moment for what it was: a product of a specific time, in a 

specific place, as a specific moment in my life. It was a moment 
that I, no matter how hard I tried, could never recreate or take 
with me in any physical form. And as terrified as I was of forget-
ting each colorful detail, I didn’t. Not even for a second. 

Costa Rica taught me that the most beautiful things in life 
come, only so that they can go. Nothing beautiful lasts forever. 
Not the trees, or the flowers, or the birds, or the rain. Not even 
us. And while that scares us at times, it’s what makes these mo-
ments of our lives so inexplicably beautiful. They appear and 
exist on their own terms, and some are simply far too indefin-
able, indescribable, and free. I realize, now, how insulting it is to 
try and capture such moments, for the complexity of their mag-
ic could never be done justice with our rigid words. 

And now, when I’m feeling unsure of myself, I remember 
our trip to Costa Rica. I remember to outline my life the way 
that I do best—through organized lists of moments. I know now 
that that is who I am, a collection of hundreds of thousands 
of moments, each di!erent from the other, all formed in dif-
ferent places that stand rivers and oceans apart. I am not just 
one thing. I am not just Latina, or American, or a woman. I am 
whatever I decide to be, in that moment. And just like the trees 
and the flowers and the rain, I come and I go, for I, too, am inde-
scribable, indefinable, and free. I am me. 

*this piece was written for Mary Klayder’s travel writing class which 
took place in Costa Rica over winter break 2018
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Part 1: Connecting Communities Across the Globe

Mapping the Land in Chirripó
by Taylor Tappan

Chirripó is the largest of Costa Rica’s 24 indigenous reserves. 
It covers more than 300 square miles of plunging river 

valleys and rugged, uplifted interfluves buried under primary 
tropical rainforest. The reserve was established in 1976 and 
awarded in collective title to 
resident Cabécar communi-
ties through their umbrel-
la Indigenous Association. 
Its delimitation reflects a 
broader territorial turn in 
Latin America whereby 
states have begun recogniz-
ing indigenous territories as 
instruments for normalizing 
land tenure and promoting 
forest conservation in other-
wise geographically remote 
regions. 

In this context Chirripó, 
provides a bu!er against the 
aggressive expansion of cat-
tle ranching and plantation 
agriculture into Amistad 
International Park—one of 
Central America’s largest 
protected areas and most 
important biodiversity cor-
ridors--while allowing Cabé-
car communities a degree of 
governance authority over 
their ancestral homelands.

While dozens of commu-
nities share collective legal 
ownership over Chirripó, de 
facto land use and land ten-
ure regimes reflect a compli-
cated milieu in which individual, parcel-based ownership has 

mostly replaced collective tenure. My dissertation research, 
currently supported by a Fulbright-Hays fellowship from U.S. 
Dept. of Education, seeks to unravel Chirripó’s complicated 
tenure history and document how disparate forms of tenure 

impact forest conservation 
outcomes. I employ a bag of 
mixed methods to achieve 
these objectives. 

On one hand, a rich histor-
ical archive of Landsat and 
Sentinel satellite imagery 
o!ers a bird’s eye perspec-
tive for assessing where and 
to what extent forest cover 
has changed through time 
in Chirripó. In contrast, on-
the-ground participatory ru-
ral appraisal (PRA) and par-
ticipatory research mapping 
(PRM) lend a communi-
ty-based perspective of the 
evolving land use and land 
tenure practices that a!ect 
forest conservation out-
comes visible from space. 

I collaborate directly with 
the Cabécar Indigenous 
Association, which has gen-
erously funded the commu-
nity-based fieldwork and 
assigned three of their own 
representatives as research 
assistants in our mapping 
endeavors.

Photos courtesy of Taylor Tappan
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Part 1: Connecting Communities Across the Globe

All New Experiences
by Apolonia Arteaga

With the support of many people in the KU community, I 
was fortunate enough to spend 7 months in Costa Rica 

with the Grupo de Kansas, including the Early Start program, 
orientation and a semester of classes in Spanish at the Univer-
sity of Costa Rica. 

The most memorable parts of my trip were things I never 
knew I would encounter; seeing the stars and the sunrise on the 
highest peak of Costa Rica, swimming in the ocean at night with 
tiny microorganisms lighting up around me like stardust, learn-
ing to salsa with my biology professors, watching a sea turtle lay 

her eggs on the beach in the middle of the night, catching and 
holding bats on biology research trips, and many memorable 
trips to the supermarket with my host mom. I was truly pushed 
outside of my comfort zone. 

I learned what it feels like to be a young woman in another 
country, and adapted to a very di!erent culture, infrastructure, 
and routine. My Spanish improved every day, and by the end of 
my trip, I was thinking in Spanish and using Costa Rican slang 
like it was my first language. I followed the advice that Anita 
Herzfeld herself gave me before I left; to learn from every sin-
gle experience and talk to everyone I possibly could. I’m very 
grateful that I was a!orded this opportunity, and I could not 
have done it alone. The Costa Rica exchange program is filled 
with wonderful people and opportunities, and changed my life 
immensely.

Photo courtesy of Apolonia Arteaga
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Part 1: Connecting Communities Across the Globe

Travel to Argentina
   By Francisco Flores

to participate twice a week with my host-brother’s soccer acad-
emy. Not only did I improve my soccer skills, but I was able to 
interact with people of all ages and be around casual language 
used among friends and coaches. 

The program was flexible enough that I was able to take two 
weekend trips out of the city of Buenos Aires. My first trip was a 
15-hour bus ride to Mendoza, Argentina. It is widely known for 
its proximity to the Andes mountains, vibrant city life, and its 
vineyards. The first country-spanning bus ride was so fun that 
we decided to do it again, but to Iguazu Falls. The hospitality 
of the hostels in Mendoza and Iguazu was excellent, and we 
couldn’t have had a better experience with the locals. 

I made so many lasting memories and learned and expe-
rienced so much during my summer, and I wouldn’t change a 
thing. 

As an ethnic Honduran, I have deep familial roots in Latin 
America. I have visited my family in Honduras many times 

throughout my life, and those experiences pushed me to want 
to experience even more of my Latin American culture. Thus, 
I spent this last summer studying abroad in Argentina. I par-
ticipated in the Language and Culture in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina program. During this six-week program, I completed nine 
hours of Spanish credit. This was invaluable to me, given I am 
studying accounting, Spanish, and Pre-Dental curriculum.

I had the opportunity of living with a welcoming, loving host 
family during my time abroad. I felt at home as soon as I arrived. 
They were happy to answer any questions that I had and advised 
me about life in Argentina: from transportation to food and fun 
activities. One of the activities that my host family got me in-
volved in was a soccer academy. I have always played soccer, 
and they knew about my love for the game, so they allowed me 

Photos courtesy of Francisco Flores
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Part 1: Connecting Communities Across the Globe

En la Sombra: Cinema Culture and Modern Women, 1917-1931
by Courtney Sanchez

I was grateful to be the recipient of the CLACS Graduate Re-
search and Travel Fellowship, which allowed me to travel to 

Mexico City to complete research for my dissertation titled “En 
la Sombra: Cinema Culture and Modern Women, 1917-1931.” 
My project analyzes how women participated in  Mexican si-
lent film culture, and how this engagement challenged tradi-
tional ideas about femininity and the place of women in society. 
Because all but a few of the silent films made in Mexico have 
been lost, my research relies heavily on archival records from 
the popular press. 

I spent a week at the Hemeroteca Nacional at the UNAM in 
Summer 2018 thanks to CLACS, and there I accessed historic 
newspapers and magazines that have provided a rich historical 
context in which to situate my analysis of existing film frag-
ments and images. (I also ate a lot of pan dulce.)

 My dissertation illustrates how spectatorship, film produc-

tion, and films themselves operated within discourses of post-
revolution nationalism and transnational modernity, thereby 
producing conditions that were uniquely influential for women. 

Cinema exhibition practices eroded class distinctions by cre-
ating common viewing spaces and establishing the movie star 
as a fashion icon shared by women from multiple demograph-
ics. Film production gave women in the elite class an opportu-
nity to shape the thematic and aesthetic concerns of Mexican 
cinema, but their successes were constrained by the instability 
of the Mexican film industry in the 1920s. 

Finally, Mexican films generated novel images of divas, flap-
pers, and Indians. While these types provided models of mod-
ern femininity, the way these characters were portrayed also 
assimilated new fashions and dispositions into the traditional 
gender ideology of marianismo. On May 14 I will defend my dis-
sertation, and in July I will begin medical school at KUMC. I 
cannot thank CLACS enough for supporting my research! Photos courtesy of Women Film Pioneers Project
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Part 2: Ouar Community at Work

CLACS AT WORK
The Center for Latin American and Caribbean Stud-

ies serves KU and the Lawrence community by or-
ganizing events and programs throughout the academic 
year.  

We work in partnership with other organizations 
around campus, such as the Hall Center, The Commons, 
the Department of Spanish and Portuguese, the Center 
for East Asian Studies, the Institute of Haitian Studies, 
the Kansas African Studies Center, the Latin American 
Graduate Student Organization, Donnelly College and 
many others to provide programing that showcases the 

vibrancy, diversity, and complexity of Latin American 
and Caribbean culture and language.

Our popular event series include Charla de Merienda, 
in partnership with Lawrence Talks and The Commons, 
the yearly Waggoner Research Colloquium, Co!ee and 
Tea Talk, in partnership with the Center for East Asian 
Studies and the Kansas African Studies Center, the 
yearly Global Opportunities Expo, in partnership with 
Donnelly College, and the Graduate Research Sympo-
sium, featuring research by graduate students in many 
di!erent areas of Latin American Studies.
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Photo courtesy of Aron Muci
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Part 2: CLACS at Work

Waggoner Research Colloquium 
This fall semester was the 27th year 

of The Waggoner Research Collo-
quium, inaugurated in 1992 by former 
Director of Latin American Studies, Dr. 
Elizabeth Kuznesof. Every fall semester, 
Latin Americanist faculty and graduate 
students have gathered to celebrate the 
ongoing research and scholarship on 
Latin America by KU faculty. The col-
loquium features an interdisciplinary 
panel on a particular theme, followed by 
Q&A and a reception.

The 2018 Waggoner Research Collo-
quium was titled “Changing Environ-
ments of Latin America: History, Con-
servation, Climate Change, & Natural 
Disasters” and featured presentations 
by notable CLACS faculty from di!erent 
departments of the university.

Santa Arias, Chair and Professor of the 
Department of Spanish and Portuguese 
presented a new perspective on colonial 
history in “Post-Columbian Ruination: 
Reframing Bartolomé de las Casas’ “de-
struyción” in Hispaniola and Beyond.” 

From the Department of History and 
Environmental Studies. Professor Greg-
ory Cushman delivered a presentation 
titled, “The Modern World’s First Gold 
Rush: Las Antillas, 1493-1520,” describ-
ing how the discovery of gold in the new 
world enabled the start of the slave trace 
in the Americas

Peter Herlihy, Professor in the De-
partment of Geography and Atmospher-
ic Science delivered a presentation on 
“Indigenous Territories and Forest Con-
servation in Central America,” where he 
discussed conservation e!orts taken in 
conjuction  with the local peoples.

Ward Lyles, Professor of Urban Plan-
ning in the School of Public A!airs and 
Administration spoke on “Disasters as 
Windows and Mirrors: What Should 
(And Shouldn’t) We Learn from Hur-
ricanes Maria and Harvey?” and what 
frameworks are and should be put in 
place to more e!ectively respond to a 
global increase in natural disasters.

And lastly, University Distinguished 
Professor Jorge Soberón, of the Depar-
ment of Ecology and Evolutionary Bi-
ology delivered a presentation entitled, 
“Changing Climate and Changing Coun-
tries: Biodiversity and Human Migra-
tions,” where he discussed mitigations 
for global climate change.

The Waggoner Research Colloquium 
is a testimony to KU’s continuing com-
mitment to international education and 
its promotion of international conscious-
ness among students and faculty. Along 
with the exhibition of scholarly work, the 
colloquium provides an opportunity for 
fellowship among colleagues and gradu-
ate students taking part in Latin Ameri-
can research and scholarship. 

This event celebrates and carries on 

the legacy left by George Waggoner, in 
whose honor this Colloquium was found-
ed.  Dr. Waggoner was Dean of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences from 
1954 until 1975, when he became the 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Academ-
ic A!airs. During his tenure, Dr. Wag-
goner founded the College Honors Pro-
gram and established educational ties 
with universities in the Caribbean and 
in Central and South America. He was 
presciently concerned with internation-
al programs and development and was 
instrumental in bringing to KU many of 
the Latin Americanists who have been 
instrumental in making our Area Studies 
Programs so distinguished.

The Waggoner Research Colloquium 
took place Thursday, Nov. 13, 2018  in the 
Malott Room of the KU Memorial Union. 

Photo courtesy of Aron Muci
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Part 2: CLACS at Work

Charlas de Merienda at CLACS

Charla de Merienda is a new collabo-
rative series that carries forward the 

tradition of interdisciplinary discussion 
of research and current a!airs in the Lat-
in America and the Caribbean. 

Moderated by Lawrence Talks! Ed-
itor-in-Chief, David Tamez, Charla de 
Merienda models critical debate through 
dialogue between members of the acade-
my and community. The series is hosted 
at The Commons, a well-known space to 
engage with perspectives on broad topics 
and draw on diverse specializations and 
experiences. In collaboration, we bring 
people together to examine topics of na-
tional and local interest. 

Each discussion begins by examining 
facts to establish common ground, then 
guest speakers present prepared re-
marks, and a moderated community dis-

cussion follows. 
Our first Charla de Merienda was “Bor-

derlands in the Caribbean, Latin Ameri-
ca, and U.S.,” and featured a conversation 
between  Marta Caminero-Santangelo, 
Araceli Masterson-Algar, and Rafael 
Martins. They engaged in discussion 
about migration, border crossings, iden-
tity, and tensions that arise in contest-
ed spaces. We asked ourseves, how does 
human movement alter a region’s land-
scapes? How does it shape individuals? 
And how does it a!ect societies?

Our second Charla was “Authoritari-
anism and The Rise of The Right in Latin 
America,” with Laura Herlihy, Caio de 
Nogueira Castro, and Rafael Martins.  
This Charla will focused on the rise of 
right-wing movements in Latin America.  
The speakers delivered an invigorating 

debate about current authoritarian and 
right-wing movements gaining momen-
tum throughout Latin American coun-
tries, notably Brazil, Honduras, and Cos-
ta Rica.  

We kicked o! the Spring semester with 
“The American Dream or American Car-
nage?” a Charla featuring Chuck Olcese, 
Karen Lisondra, Gibette Encarnacion, 
and Raul Saenz.  This Charla invited 
KU and Lawrence community members 
to come together to share facts, discuss 
opinions, and build common ground 
on our country’s ongong debate on im-
migration and national security. In this 
conversation, we considered: what does 
it mean to be American and who gets to 
define it?

Our next Charla de Merienda was 
“Machismo in the #YoTambién Era,” 
with panelists Verónica Garibotto, Pere 
DeRoy, Caio de Nogueira Castro, and 
Polo Camacho.  Although plagued by the 
frequent snow days of the early semester, 
this Charala finally took place, and our 
panelists engaged the audience in con-
versation, how does machismo operate in 
this day and age? As gender relations are 
redefined across the Americas, should 
machismo survive? 

Following that Charla, came “Indig-
enous Land Rights and Biodiversity,” 
with Diana Restrepo, David Cooper, Pe-
ter Herlihy, and Brent Metz. This rivetin 
conversation considered the pressing is-
sues of ecological degradation resulting 
from practices such as mining, deforesta-
tion and pollution which harm precious 
ecosystems, disrupt the lives of Latin 
American and Caribbean communities, 
and often violate indigenous customs 
and authority.  They asked, how can we 
work together to address these challeng-
es? 

Our last Charla de Merienda of the 
year was titled, “Spirituality and Re-
sistance” and featured Marta Camine-
ro-Santangelo, Christopher Peace, and 
Ariadna Tenorio. They explored the rich 
legacy of resistance and liberation in the 
forms of political protest, human rights 
movements, and rebellion motivated by 
Pan-African, Pan-American, and indige-
nous spirituality. 

Photo courtesy of Aron Muci
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Global Opportunities Expo
At the University of Kansas, we seek the next generation 

of global leaders that appreciate other cultures, languag-
es, and histories, which is why KU has had such a rich 

international presence that continues to expand and deepen. 
With expert faculty from around the world, robust global area 
studies centers, over 40 world languages taught, decades-long 
partnerships with foreign universities, and dozens of high-qual-
ity study abroad programs, students at KU have the opportunity 
to gain the knowledge and skills necessary to make an impact on 
the global stage.

This April, KU Area Studies Centers and Donnelly College 
came together for the 2019 Global Opportunities Expo, an an-
nual all-day event that introduced students across all age rang-
es to academic and study abroad programs, careers, initiatives, 
and intriguing ideas that inspired all of us to think and act glob-
ally. 

The University of Kansas and Donnelly College, the most di-
verse college in the Midwest, partner annually to showcase ex-
citing and dynamic research and artistic projects undertaken by 
our faculty and students. 

The 2019 Global Opportunities Expo featured: an info-fair 
of language and area studies units/o"ces at KU; a continental 
breakfast & welcome reception; lunch catered by KU; and an in-
fo-session about financial assistance made possible by the U.S. 
Department of Education. The expo will also feature students 
and faculty from regional schools as part of: two keynote pre-
sentations by KU faculty; a student panel about global experi-

ences; Red Hot Research presentations; and spoken word (po-
etry, personal essay, etc.) and dance performances by students/
student groups.

This event was open to all students. Kansas and Missouri 
K-12 teachers, community college instructors, lecturers, and 
school support sta! were invited to attend.  

Notable events included:
Faculty Keynote Presentations by Dr. Nicole Hodges Persley, 

Associate Dean for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and Asso-
ciate Professor of Theatre at the University of Kansas and Dr. 
John Kennedy, Associate Professor of Political Science and Di-
rector of the Center for East Asian Studies at the University of 
Kansas.

A traditional performance of “Cheers of Our Chin Land” 
from the Chin Province of Myanmar.

Personal, emotional, and thought-provoking poetry readings 
by KU and Donnelly College students: “Dead in the Water”  by-
Margarita Nuñes-Arroyo, “Akata” by Mercy Kumah,, “Iz” (Uy-
ghur poem; “Trace” or “Tracks” in English Translation) by Gül-
nar Eziz, “Dad” by Itzel Ramos, “When It’s Not the Season” by 
Andrea Gomez, “Escape” by Olivier Walemba, “My Drum”  by 
William Hatungimana.

The Expo ended with a round of Red Hot Global Research 
from across KU and Donnelly College, with panels on “Cul-
ture, Identity, and Movement,” “Geopolitics, Immigration, and 
Health,” “Culture, Nation, and Identity in the Arts,” and “Sys-
tems of Oppression and Resistance.

Left photo courtesy of Marta Caminero-Santangelo, Right photo courtesy of Amanda Hill
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Graduate Research Symposium
The Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies was  

proud to present the Graduate Research Symposium on 
Tuesday, April 23rd. This was a time for graduate students to 
share their research on subjects related to Latin America and 
the Caribbean.  Presentations covered many subject areas and 
departments across the university. 

The symposium followed the The Commons’ “Red Hot Re-
search” model, in which participants had 5-7 minutes to pres-
ent their research to the audience, followed by a 5-minute Q&A 
session.  This model encourages graduate researchers to focus 
on what is most essential and interesting about their work, and 
allows the audience to hear many di!erent exiting ideas in a 
short time. The symposium schedule was as follows:

Panel 1:   Nations, Rights, Laws, & Politics
“Black Political Participation in Brazil: Challenges, Conquests, and 
Struggles” by Joao Nascimento Gregoire, History
“Indigenous Rights Progress Among Chortís of Copán and Ocote-
peque” by Daniel Bagheri Sarvestani, Anthropology
“Explaining the Implementation Gap in Violence Against Women 
Laws: Legal Violence in the Lives of Costa Rican Women” by Erin Ad-
amson, Sociology
“Constructions of National Identity and Attitudes towards Immigra-
tion in Costa Rica” by Sara Estrada-Villalta, Psychology
 “Settling for a Citizen? H-1B Visas and the Marriage Choices of Inter-
national PhD Students in the United States” by Carlos E. Zambrana 
Roman, Economics

Panel 2: Industry & Economics
 “‘Bloom and Bust’: The Rapid Rise and Fall of the Nicaraguan Jellyfish 

Fishery” by Matthew L. Fahrenbruch, Geography and Atmospheric 
Science
Diana Restrepo Osorio, Geography and Atmospheric Science
“Demographics, Geography, and Priori Codes for the Study of a Uru-
guayan Sustainable Cattle Ranching community”

Panel 3: Cultural Studies: Literature, Film, Music
“The Persistant Performance of Gender in O que é isso, Companheiro? 
and Infancia Clandestina” by Caio de Castro, Latin American and Ca-
ribbean Studies
“‘These are the Stories”: Motherhood, Memory, and Migration in 
Daughters of the Stone and They are We” by Gibette Encarnación, En-
glish
“Representations of Afro-Latinidad in the 20th and 21stCentury: Celia 
Cruz, Cardi B and Amara La Negra” Sandra Jacobo, English
“En la sombra: Cinema Culture and Modern Women in Mexico City, 
1917-1931” Courtney Sanchez, Film and Media Studies

Panel 4: Natural and Built Environments and their E!ects
“Where the Christian World Ends: The Montaña as a frontier of the 
Missionary Project during the Seventeenth Century” by Ximena Se-
villa, History
“Plantations in Colonial Brazil: Disciplinary Spatial Organization” by 
Doriane Andrade Meyer, Architecture and Design
“Place Attachment and Cuban Revolutionary Imagery” by John Paul 
Henry, Geography and Atmospheric Science
“Low Salaries, High Residential Buildings: Unequal Outcomes in Gua-
temala City’s Construction Boom” by Silvia Sánchez, Anthropology
“The Creation of a Modern, Citified Amazonia: A Population Genom-
ics Approach” by Randy David, Anthropology

Photo courtesy of Aron Muci
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Traveling World Languages Fair
In April, 2019, KU faculty and sta! traveled to Wichita 

North High School to host a World Languages Fair de-
signed to inform students about global opportunities and  
ways to make a global impact at KU as well as introduce 
them to some exciting languages from around the world. 

The fair opened with an introduction to academic pro-
grams, university resources, and scholarship opportu-
nities by KU sta! and faculty.  Following that, laguage 
instructors from various KU area studies centers intro-
duced students to di!erent languages less commonly 
taught in US schools.  There were five in all:

Simone Cavalcante Da Silva taught students basics of 
Portuguese.  As the sixth most spoken language with ap-
proximately 210 million speakers spread across 10 na-
tions in 4 continents, Portuguese can prove invaluable 
to students interested in careers in Latin American and 
African diaspora studies, environment and biological sci-
ences, government, international aid, art, music, dance, 
engineering, political science, urban development and 
public a!airs, architecture, and intentional business.

Brenda Wawire introduced studients to Kiswahili, 
which originates out of East Africa and has approxi-
mately 130 million speakers around the world. Studying 
Kiswahili prepares students for career opportunities in 
academia, federal and foreign service, health care, lan-
guage instruction, journalism, business, political science, 
contractual and corporate law, and cultural exchange and 
Non-Governmental Organizations. 

Amanda Snider taught students about Uyghur, a Tur-
kic language with 10 million speakers living mostly in the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of Western China. 
Uyghur language and culture is a gateway to the Tur-
kic world, Central Asia, and the Islamic world. She also 
taught them some Mandarin Chinese, a standard variety 
of Chinese that is the sole o"cial language of China.

Lastly, Mahmoud Ali taught Arabic, the o"cial language 
of 22 countries and is the fifth most spoken language in 
the world. Approximately over 420 million people in the 
world speak Arabic.  It is one of the six o"cial languages 
of the United Nations. 

Students left the fair with an appreciation for fluency 
in more than one language and an understanding of cul-
tural contexts that will prepare them to become a global 
citizens. We at CLACS believe that studying a language 
can sharpen a person’s communication skills and enrich 
their critical understanding of the world, and we hope 
to provide a place for everyone looking to grow in their 
knowledge.

Photos courtesy of Aron Muci
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High School Visit to KU
Shawnee Mission North High 
School Students get a Sneak 
Peak into U.S. Latinx Studies at 
The University of Kansas

CLACS, KU Libraries, the O"ce of Multicultural A!airs 
(OMA) and the Spencer Museum of Art (SMA) were proud 

to host twenty-five students from Shawnee Mission North High 
School (SMNHS) in March who got a sneak peak at the diverse 
world of U.S. Latinx Studies at KU.

Jackie Madrigal, an English Literature teacher, and a new 
CLACS Advisory Board member, teaches a popular U.S. Latinx 
Literature elective course at SMNHS. As a teacher invested in 
the long-term success of her students, Ms. Madrigal reached 
out to the Center to set up an opportunity for her students to 
experience college.

The twenty-five students where comprised of sophomores, 
juniors and seniors who either completed or were currently 
enrolled in Ms. Madrigal’s elective course. The students were 
a lively and intellectually curious bunch; they came prepared 
with questions about how their wide array of interests like ar-
chitecture, math, music, film, design, biology, sports medicine, 
psychology, journalism, engineering, nursing, and more could 
mix with cultural studies. CLACS was happy to show them the 
ropes of interdisciplinary study.

The visiting students explored campus, making stops at the 
O"ce of Multicultural A!airs, where they learned about KU’s 
support of students, and Watson Library,  where they were giv-
en a tour of the stacks, spoke with U.S. Latinx literature scholar, 
Prof. Marta Caminero-Santgelo, and learned about resources, 
scholarships, and support systems available at KU. 

Later that morning, the students attended Associate Profes-
sor Christopher Perreira’s AMS 344 “Chicana/o-Latinx Cul-
ture and Justice,” in which they screened and discussed part of 
No Más Bebés, a documentary about Latina activism against 
forced sterilization in Los Angeles.

In the afternoon, the students were given guided tours of the 
SMA, including a specially prepared exhibition of newly ac-
quired artworks by renowned and emerging Latinx artists. 

All of this was made possible by generous support from 
campus partners, including the fine folks at OMA, Mary Raple 
and Betsaida Reyes of KU Libraries, and Celka Straughn and 
Kristan Hanson of the SMA.

Su"ce it to say, CLACS was thrilled to showcase a hint of 
what we have to o!er, and the students were eager to come 
back! This was a start of tradition between CLACS and SMN-
HS, and the Center hopes to welcome more students from 
around the Midwest.

by Aron Muci

Photo courtesy of Aron Muci
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October 2018, The University of Kansas was host to The Unex-
pected Caribbean Symposium, celebrating the surprising inter-
play between Caribbean cultures and people and the rest of the 
world. Far from being exotic and isolated islands suitable only 
as tourist destinations or the site of natural disasters, epidemi-
ological crises, and charity work, Caribbean societies have long 
been integral to U.S. history, economies, and cultural produc-
tion. The symposium o!ered Kansans the opportunity to ex-
plore the diversity of the Caribbean through a variety of lenses, 
including through the eyes of Lawrence’s acclaimed native son, 
Langston Hughes. 

The symposium took place over three days with events and 
activities held at various venues across the University of Kansas 
campus and Lawrence, KS.  The entire symposium was free and 
open to the public. Professor of African and African American 
Studies Dr. Cécile Accilien, one of the co-chairs of the planning 
committee, extended a wide invitation to people in Lawrence 
and beyond. “Through the various interactions and dialogues 
this week we invite everyone, but especially students and Law-
rence community members, to come and explore the Caribbean 
in unexpected ways,” she said.  

Through keynote lectures, panel discussions, the art exhibi-
tion, film screenings, and literature readings, the symposium al-
lowed for an open and critical discourse about Caribbean com-
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munities from Port-au-Prince to Puerto Rico to Port of Spain to 
Paramaribo; from Chicago to St. Croix; from St. Kitts to Kansas. 
A humanist perspective inspired participants to consider issues 
of social justice by interrogating how individuals from margin-
alized identities fit into their families, communities, nations, 
and world.  

Dr. Giselle Anatol, professor of English and the second co-
chair of the planning committee, stressed the importance of 
the unexpected aspect of the symposium. “So often, when peo-
ple from outside of the Caribbean region think of the area, the 
first things that pop to mind are sandy beaches, reggae music, 
and tourism, or hurricanes, devastation, and abject poverty,” 
she said.  “We want to introduce people to other important, and 
perhaps surprising, aspects of Caribbean history and culture--
hence the title of the symposium: The Unexpected Caribbean.”

The symposium took place in conjunction with “The Ties 
that Bind: Haiti, the United States, and the Art of Ulrick Jean-
Pierre in Comparative Perspective,” an art exhibition that ran 
at the Spencer Museum of Art from September 8, 2018 to Jan-
uary 7, 2019.  The exhibition featured approximately 12 paint-
ings created by Haitian-born, New Orleans-based painter Ul-
rick Jean-Pierre. As a culmination of a multi-year collaboration 
supported by the Spencer’s Integrated Arts Research Initiative, 
this exhibition marked the first time in more than a decade that 
a significant display of Haitian paintings has occurred at the 
Spencer Museum of Art, or in Kansas.

The Unexpected Caribbean Symposium was a collaborative 
venture between the international Association of Caribbean 
Women Writers & Scholars (ACWWS), Humanities Kansas, 
KU’s Institute of Haitian Studies, the Department of African 
and African American Studies, the Department of English, 
and the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies 
(CLACS), a newly designated National Resource Center by a 
Title VI grant from the U.S. Department of Education. 

The symposium was the first major project supported through 
a recently awarded Title VI Department of Education grant to 
CLACS.  Professor and Center Director Marta Caminero-San-
tangelo said, “We are absolutely delighted to be partnering in 
hosting this conference, which seeks to strengthen connections 
across the Americas and comes at a vital moment in the national 
public conversation. Our new Title VI funding and designation 
as a National Resource Center for Latin American and Carib-
bean Studies enables us to play a crucial role in promoting un-
derstanding about the Caribbean in the U.S. Heartland; so often 
it is just assumed that the U.S. Midwest and the Caribbean have 
nothing to do with each other, and that is simply not the case.”
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Teaching the Unexpected Caribbean
Studies, Center of 
Latin American & Ca-
ribbean Studies, Kan-
sas African Studies 
Center, Department 
of African and African 
American Studies, De-
partment of English, 
and Department of 
Women, Gender and 
Sexuality Studies. 

In addition to the 
workshop, teachers 
were given a guided 
tour of Ties that Bind: 
The Art of Ulrick Jean-
Pierre from a Compar-
ative Perspective, on 
display at KU’s Spencer 
Museum of Art during 
Fall 2018, by Aman-
da Martin-Hamon, 
Assistant Director of 
K-12 Engagement for 
the Spencer Museum 
of Art. The exhibition 

juxtaposes 12 artworks by Jean-Pierre along with select works 
from KU’s Mary Lou Vansant Hughes Haitian art collection, 
including pieces by Rigaud Benoît, Wilson Bigaud, Charles 
Ermistral (Thialy), Max Gerbier, Edith Stephane.

Workshop participants attended keynote and plenary lec-
tures by:

Apricot Irving, author of The Gospel of Trees (2018)

Crystal Andrea Felima, a cultural anthropologist and digital 
humanist

Daryl Cumber Dance, Professor Emerita of English at the 
University of Richmond and Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity

Dr. Felima and Dr. Dance, accompanied by subject experts, 
returned following lunch to share material, and work collabo-
ratively with teachers to create lessons in a variety of subject 
areas that incorporate Caribbean art, film, literature, folklore, 
digital archives, history, and more.  In their workshop groups, 
teachers had the chance to engage with the material and apply 
principles of the workshop to their own work.   

In conjuction with the Unexpected Caribbean Symposium, 
the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies hosted  

“Teaching the Unexpected Caribbean,” a professional devel-
opment workshop open to all K-16 school professionals. This 
one-day workshop challenged educators to learn about the un-
expected impact of Caribbean cultures and people on the rest 
of the world, both past and present. In particular, the workshop 
fostered a deeper comprehension of how the Caribbean con-
nects to the Midwest and how Caribbean art and literature can 
be incorporated across the disciplines.

The workshop sought to prepared teachers 1.) to utilize dig-
ital humanities resources in the classroom; 2.) to design cul-
turally appropriate primary and secondary research projects; 
3.) to teach about Caribbean popular media, art, film, and lit-
erature 4.) to teach about social engagement, socio-cultural 
life, and human agency in the Caribbean; and 5.) to encourage 
student self-determination through meaningful and relevant 
cultural projects.

This workshop is made possible by the U.S. Department of 
Education National Resource Center grant and organized by 
the the Association of Caribbean Women Writers & Scholars 
(ACWWS) and the University of Kansas Institute of Haitian 

Photo courtesy of Amanda Hill
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To Create a Caribbean Canon
by Sandra Jacobo

Caribbean litera-
ture has always 

been an interest of 
mine; I revel in its 
ability to reflect my 
experience of black-
ness and latinidad.  
As a black woman, 
I’ve always struggled 
with my identity and 
how others perceived 
me. I’ve always felt 
inauthentic because I 
didn’t speak slang, or 
Kreyol,  like my Amer-
ican and Haitian peers 
expected me to and my 
mouth could not the 
produce the charac-
teristic trill of a rolled 
‘r’ like the rest of my 
Puerto Rican family. 
Struggling with that 
feeling of  in-between-
ness and not being 
able to fully connect 
with either side, it was 
hard to find others who understood this and those two identi-
ties that I’ve claimed (and wrestled with) could never coexist. 
That was until I discovered Afro-Latinx writers hailing from 
the Caribbean. Before being exposed to this, I felt as though I 
had to split myself into two beings and navigate through both 
Black and Latinx spaces because one community never seemed 
to suit the needs that the other fulfilled.

“Not belonging” has not only plagued my personal life but it 
also infiltrated the professional and academic. The reason for 
this is the lack of courses and faculty that make the Caribbean 
the basis of their research. As scholar Sandra Pouchet Paquet 
states, the Caribbean still remains nearly absent from the 
American academy. She says that in some cases, the Caribbean 
“was a poor relation or subset of African-American literature 
and culture; when it diverged it became suspect”.  Recognizing 
the Caribbean as its own entity of racial representation, diverse 
culture and source for fascinating scholarship is needed. Paquet 
elaborates by stating that “the Caribbean is a region in which 
all the continents of the world converge, that the Caribbean is 
a very modern sensibility and very self-consciously cosmopol-
itan”. The Caribbean has a multitude of political, social, racial 
and theoretical material to o!er to the classroom and beyond. 
Besides challenging preconceived notions of Blackness, the Ca-
ribbean pro!ers unique experiences of Asian-ness, Latinidad 
and more. 

I was o!ered the opportunity to  participate in the Unex-
pected Caribbean Symposium here at the University of Kan-
sas. This conference explored discussions of the Afro-Latinx 
experience and folklore with Dr. Omaris Zamora’s presenta-
tion on the Cigüapas to decolonizing knowledge with presen-
tations about Caribbean respectability by Michelle V. Rowley. 
Scholars, guests and students alike ventured through the danc-
ing bodies and erasure with Michelle He!ner-Hayes to digital 
scholarship in Haitian Studies with Crystal A. Felima and the 
Search of Annie Drew, Jamaica Kincaid’s mother, with Daryl 
Cumber Dance.

These presentations represent only a fraction of the topics 
that were covered in the Symposium. All of the contributors 
laid bare the opportunities of expanding studies of literature 
in the Caribbean. This symposium provided scholars with an 
opportunity to delve into their already-invested interests in 
Caribbean scholarship and it also presented a new avenue in 
which scholars could explore. The symposium also created a 
national, interdisciplinary community of scholars who could all 
work together to unsettle notions of race and white dominion of 
academic spaces, one that I would have never joined if I did not 
attend KU.

Photo courtesy of Sandra Jacobo
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Robert Schwaller, Associate Professor of History, is currently 
researching the ways in which African maroons (runaway slaves) 

contested and opposed the Spanish empire in the circum-Carib-
bean during the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. His 

current project builds from his first monograph, Géneros de Gente 
in Early Colonial Mexico: Defining Racial Di!erence (University of 

Oklahoma Press, 2016), which explored the evolution of racial cat-
egories and the lived experience of race in sixteenth century Mexi-

co. That project revealed that Africans, enslaved and free, frequent-
ly formed social, cultural, and familial ties with Native Americans. 

Funding from the American Philosophical Society, KU International 
Programs, and KU General Research Fund has allowed him to expand 

his exploration of African-indigenous encounters to other areas of the 
circum-Caribbean. While conducting that research, Schwaller identi-

fied maroon communities to be unique sites of encounter for Africans 
and Native Americans.  His current project, Maroon Conquests: Span-

ish-African Conflict in the Americas, 1519-1620 argues that African ma-
roons’ struggles to create, maintain, and defend their communities rep-

resented a unique form of conquest. Moreover, these African conquests 
contributed to the prolonged and often incomplete Spanish conquest of 

the Americas. His first publication of this research, “Contested Conquests: 
African Maroons and the Incomplete Conquest of Hispaniola, 1519-1620” 

appeared in the October 2018 issue of The Americas.

Brent Metz and his PhD student advisee, Daniel Bagheri Sarvestani, present-
ed the paper “Taking Stock of Indigenous Rights Progress among Chortí Ma-

yas of Copán & Ocotepeque, Honduras” at the Society for Applied Anthropology 
meetings in Portland, OR on March 20.

Luciano Tosta (Assoc. Prof, Spanish and Portuguese; Director of Graduate Stud-
ies, CGIS) is currently working on two book projects. He is finishing a manuscript 

called Palimpsestic Time: Brazilian American Literature, U.S. Brazilian Literature 
and the Adherence to Coloniality. This book is a study of Brazil’s experience of co-

loniality as a corollary of its political-economic relationship with the United States. 
By applying a postcolonial interpretation to literary works by Brazilian and Brazil-

ian American authors that either were written during or represent the five histori-
cal moments of greater political and economic exchange between the two countries 

since the nineteenth century, the manuscript proposes and discusses the emergence 
of a dependence model that arises at the time of Brazil’s Proclamation of the Republic 

in 1889 and is perpetuated and underpinned in historical moments such as President 
Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor Policy, the military dictatorship in Brazil, and the 1980s 

and 1990s, when a significant number of Brazilians emigrated to the United States. His 
second book project is tentatively called “The Unlettered City: Human Geography, Sub-

alternity, and Spaces of Oppression in Latin American Literature and Film.” It is about 
representations of marginal subjects such as prostitutes, homeless people, vagrants, 

transvestites, beggars, and street children in public spaces in cities such as Rio de Janeiro, 
São Paulo, Buenos Aires and Mexico City. Tosta spent three months in Mexico City in the 

summer of 2017 researching the city and Mexican urban literature and will spend a summer 
in Buenos Aires as well to complete the project.
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Please join the Center in congratulating the students at the University of Kansas who 
have received field grants, scholarships, and fellowships from the Center for Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean Studies for research abroad.

“These students are doing important research in the region on crucial topics such as, 
economic and political development and sustainability, migration, water resource man-
agement, and the architecture of slave plantations. The Center is very fortunate to have 
the funding to support their research,” said Marta Caminero-Santangelo, Director of 
CLACS.

Robert Oppenheimer Memorial Scholarship:
Erin Adamson is a PhD candidate in the Sociology Department at the University of 

Kansas. She was awarded an National Science Foundation for her doctoral research 
on “Lifestyle Migrants and the Economics of Integration in Caribbean Costa Rica”

João Batista Nascimento Gregoire is a first year Ph.D. student in the department 
of History at KU. He seeks to understand the historical process of integration of 
people of African descent into the political system in Brazil. 

Doriane Andrade Meyer is Brazilian Architect and current PhD student in the 
Architecture department with focus in Space and Society at KU. She plans to 
use the Scholarship to visit the sites of the plantations and to research in the 
Brazilian archives. 

Stansifer Fellowship:
Diana Restrepo is a Colombian native pursing a PhD in Geography at the 

University of Kansas. Her current research involves water resource manage-
ment and native grassland conservation in cattle ranching operations in the 
Southern Cone region of South America. 

Anita Herzfeld Award:
Odalis Hernandez is a Senior, math and pre-medicine major with a 

Spanish minor. She has been awarded a Herzfeld award to participate in 
the Spanish Language and Culture program in Buenos Aires. 

Madeleine Housh is a Sophomore Latin American Studies and Span-
ish double major with a Women Gender and Sexuality Studies minor. 

CLACS Less Commonly Taught Languages Scholarship:
Mariah Brown is Junior Latin American Studies major. She will use 

her LCTL award to travel to Honduras to participate in the KU Mi-
skitu Language and Culture program. 

Lawrence G. and Nanette Pascal Award:
Neelie Browne is a Junior in Spanish, Psychology double major. 

She has received this award to travel to Barcelona, Spain to take 
part in an intensive summer Spanish language program. She 
hopes to use her Spanish language skills to work as a social work-
er or translator in a health care setting. 

The KU Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies is 
proud of these four students and encouraged by their interest 
to explore Latin American and study abroad. We are eager to 
learn what knowledge and expertise they bring back.
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Foreign Language and Area Studies

The Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies—
newly designated a 2018–2022 National Resource Center 

(NRC) by a Title VI grant from the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion—gave out its first and second round of  the prestigious For-
eign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship this year. 

As part of a national initiative to build international rela-
tionships, the Department of Education funds FLAS fellow-
ships for undergraduate and graduate students to study abroad 
and/or learn languages uncommonly taught in U.S. schools. At 
KU, CLACS o!ers language-learning programs in a variety of 
Latin American regional and indigenous languages, including 
Kaqchikel, Haitian Creole, Miskito, and Portuguese.

In Spring 2019, CLACS awarded $84,500 to six graduate and 
two undergraduate students at KU, for single-semester FLAS 
fellowships, which provided a stipend to cover academic ex-
penses and helped to alleviate costs of tuition and required fees.

The awardees for the Spring  2019 Semester were:

Undergraduates:

Antonia Camara, studying Portuguese.  

Regan Kassing, studying Portuguese.  

Graduates:

Scott Metz, studying Portuguese.  

Raychel Gadson, studying Haitian Creole.  

Owen MacDonald, studying Portuguese.  

Tweesna Mills, studying Kaqchikel.  

Heaven Syder, studying Kaqchikel.  

Marjorie Stump, studying Haitian Creole.  

A second round of FLAS Awards were announced at the end 
of the Spring Semester for Summer 2019 fellowships and Aca-
demic Year 2019-2020 fellowships.

Summer Fellowships:

Opportunities for students to devote full-time attention to 
their chosen indigenous or modern language and area studies 
specialty are essential components of a liberal arts and sciences 
education at KU.

At CLACS, we believe that our community benefits from 
strengthened student research and global competency. This 
is why we encourage students to seek first-hand experience in 
Latin America and the Caribbean to conduct preliminary re-
search, develop contacts in their respective fields, and famil-
iarize themselves with the region.  We were grateful and proud 
this year to be able to give out these awards to such talented, 
passionate, and dedicated scholars. 

Marjorie Stump
Mariah Brown
Francisco Garcia
Alexandrea Haggerty
Ana Hasemann
Madeline Housh
Taylor Irwin
Sandra Jacobo
Tobin Jennings
Korbin Jones

Karen Lewis
Tweesna Mills
Guillermina Peña-Sandoval
Matthew Reinhold
Fernanda Reyes
Momina Sims
Heaven Snider
Brett Spencer
Kevin Velasco

Academic Year Fellowships:

Fernanda Reyes 
Heaven Snyder
Tobin Jennings 
Marjorie Stump 

Photo courtesy of Perry Grone on Unsplash
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Giving to KU CLACS

Give online by visiting the “Giving” page on The 
Latin American and Caribbean Studies website at 
http://clacs.ku.edu/giving. 

You will be redirected to the website of 
KU Endowment, the non-profit fundraising 
organization that supports KU. 

If you wish to donate by mail, please 
address to:

Marta Caminero-Santangelo 
Director, KU CLACS 
Bailey Hall 320, 1440 Jayhawk Blvd 
Lawrence, KS 66045-7574

DEAR COLLEAGUES AND FRIENDS OF THE CENTER,

We are proud of the e!orts and contributions 
made by the students, faculty, sta!, campus 
units, and community organizations responsible 
for the content you have read about in this issue 
of the Kansas Latin Americanist. We hope you 
are, too! 

 The Center’s mission is to:

• Be a leading research center linking 
faculty, students, and the community 
from across Kansas, the country, and the 
world in the interdisciplinary study of the 
histories, cultures, societies, economies, 
and environments of Latin America and 
the Caribbean; 

• Serve as the best resource in our region 
and a model in the country for excellence 
in research, education and outreach; 

• Advance knowledge and seek solutions 
to pressing questions related to Latin 
America and the Caribbean;

• Position the region in a global 
conversation and promote cultural 
understanding  on campus and in our 
community;

• Provide an environment for learning and 
working where di!erences are valued and 
each person is supported and o!ered an 
equitable opportunity to achieve their 
academic and professional goals. 

 As we continue to strive toward those goals, we 
ask you to keep us in mind for donations. Much 
of what you have read is the direct result of gifts 
made by colleagues and friends of the Center. 

In other words, YOU help us to succeed in 
our mission. Your gift will assist the Center 
to maintain its academic prominence, better 
prepare its students, and initiate and expand 
research and training programs on a broad range 
of themes.

Here is how your gift to the Center for Latin 
American and Caribbean Studies can positively 
impact our mission:  

• $100 funds educational resources for 
outreach to the public, regional K-12 
schools, community colleges, and local 
organizations

• $200 funds public programs such as 
lectures, exhibits, and performances

• $300 funds in-country travel for a 
graduate student’s field work in Latin 
America or the Caribbean, or technology 
such as a digital recorder or camera for 
field work

• $500 funds an undergraduate scholarship 
to study abroad in Latin America or the 
Caribbean

• $1000 funds airfare for a graduate student 
to Latin America or the Caribbean 
to conduct research, or transcription 
and translation services for a graduate 
student’s ethnographic field work

• $1,300 funds room-and-board for a 
4-5 week trip for a graduate student to 
do research in Latin America and the 
Caribbean 

In addition, please consider giving to the 
following general and award funds: 

• Unrestricted gifts to the Latin American 
and Caribbean Studies Contingency 
Fund allow the Center to support all the 
activities for which State funding may be 
limited or not be used and to respond to 
special needs and opportunities.

• Initially endowed by Professor Emeritus 
Charles Stansifer, the Stansifer Fund 
awards support to graduate students 
planning to complete a doctorate in 
the study of Middle America (defined 
as Central America, Mexico, and the 
Caribbean). Fellowships are granted on a 
competitive basis. 

• The Anita Herzfeld Study Abroad Award 
for Latin America Fund was created 
to honor Professor Emerita Anita 
Herzfeld’s decades of service to the 
Center. It supports study abroad grants 
for undergraduate students. This purpose 
reflects her longstanding dedication to 
undergraduate education. 

Support at all levels–from small annual gifts 
to the creation of endowed funds–is needed 
and welcome. If you would like to contribute to 
CLACS to fund a specific aspect of our mission, 
please designate in your gift (e.g. “student 
travel”).

 
Thank you for your continued support, 

 

Marta Caminero-Santangelo, Director
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Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies
Bailey Hall, Room 320 
1440 Jayhawk Blvd. 
Lawrence, KS 66045-7574


