


MAJOR OVERVIEW
The KU major in Latin American & Caribbean Studies provides a broad academic background 
with a deep regional focus on the languages, geography, history, politics, societies and cultures 
of Mexico, the Caribbean, and Central and South America. The program encourages students to 
take courses in a variety of departments, often in conjunction with a second major in a specific 
discipline, while developing a mastery of Haitian Creole, Kaqchikel Maya, K’iche’ Maya, Miskitu, 
Portuguese, or Spanish. 

Majoring in Latin American & Caribbean Studies can help students stand out in the job market. 
Many employers have a strong interest in Latin America and in Spanish and Portuguese-speaking 
employees with knowledge of the region’s cultures. Graduates often find jobs with the U.S. Foreign 
Service or other government agencies and with companies with business interests in Latin America. 
Many graduates are teachers, from elementary school to college. Others work with non-profit 
organizations serving local populations or non-governmental organizations doing development 
and social service work in the region. Whatever your interests or future career goals, the major will 
not only make for an engaging academic experience at KU, but also provide you the skills for an 
active and fulfilling career and personal life after college.

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
Latin American & Caribbean Studies offers discplinary diversity for students; successful majors will 
fulfill their BA language requirement in a Latin American or Caribbean language and complete 9 hours 
of general courses. A miminum of 8 approved elelctives (24CR) are required. These courses may also 
be used toward a minor.  

LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT
Majors must complete 4 semesters of a language spoken in Latin America at KU or demonstrate 
proficiency through an exam issued by the appropriate language department. Haitian Creole, 
Kaqchikel Maya, K’iche’ Maya, Miskitu, Portuguese, and Spanish are available for study on the KU 
campus. Foreign Language and Area Studies fellowships are available.

GENERAL CORE COURSES - 9 CR
Majors are required to take the following three-course sequence, all of which are KU Core Approved: 
LAA 100: Intro to the Culture and Society of Latin America; LAA 300: Interdisciplinary Themes in 
Latin American Studies; LAA 450: Capstone Course in Latin American Studies

DISCPLINARY DIVERSITY – 24 CR
Majors are required to take 8 approved area studies electives in two of the following discplinary 
groups: Anthropology; History; Spanish American Literature and Culture; Brazilian Literature and 
Culture; Music, Film, and Arts; Geography and Environment; Society, Business and Economy; 
Transatlantic and Transnational; Latinx and Caribbean Literature; and Methodology and Theory. To 
be approved, at least 25% of a course’s content must focus on Latin America or the Caribbean. No 
more than 9 hours can be taken at the 100-200 level and no more than 6 hours can be taken in the 
Methodology and Theory Group.

DEPARTMENTAL HONORS – OPTIONAL
To achieeve departmental honors, majors must have a GPA of 3.5 or above, complete a study abroad or 
service-learning experience, and complete 4 semesters of a second area language.
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